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MINE INSPECTION REFORT LAGUNA PUEBLO
PAGUATE MINE LEASE
UNITED PUEBLO AGENRCY
LAGUNA PUERLO RESERVATION

VALEZRCIA COURTY, NEW MEXCO

by
James %. Hager
Mining Engineer

U. S. DEPARTMERT OF THE INTERIOR
- GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
BRANCR OF MINIRG OPERATIONS
CONSERVATION DIVISION

On March 11, 1969, the Faguete Mine was examined. The mime 1s located
on the Laguna Pueblo Indian Reservation approxfmatcly 8.5 miles worth

of the old Laguna Pueblo on U. S. Highway 6. The Anaconda Company
holda the Tribal lease and operstes the mine. The last {nspection by
engincers of thia offfce was on Hovember 21, 19568,

Complaiats by the resfidonce of the village of Paguate that btlasting

was—digturbing—the—structures—and-endsngering—the-peoples—Iives—had
been received by the company. The Bureau of Minmes had made an
exsmination of the use of explosives in the pilt and had recommended

no change. A priwite cngineering cowmpany was eployed to monitor the
shock effect in the villege and to recormend maxioum blssts, The
company has never set off wore than 30 percent of the recoumeunded limit.
Considerable work has been done on homes in the villsges vhen complaints

vere ffled. Thera is no record of glass braakage. Guards are placed

at each end of the Bnguate rosd when blasting i{s done to prevent danage
to eny vehicle which might be nesr the pit when blasting takes place.
It is belioved tho! Ansconda is cooperating with ell concerned to
prevent any damage to 1{fe or property.

The part of the pit nearxcst Peguste 1s nearly completely scripped and
/8 the orc will be removed by ripping with bull dozers there should
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not be much more blasting near the village.

Mo changes had been made in mining methods or egquipment used since

last examination.

Ro safety violestions or violations of the lease terms were noted during
the examination.

Jemes W. Hager
Mining Engineer

Orig. to: Supt., United Pueblos, Albuquerque
cc: Comm., Qffice of Indlan Affairs
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